UTAH AND THE MORMONS                    19?
Some good Mormons believe that Independence, Missouri, will be the seat of the Resurrection, and many believe that the New Kingdom may come at any time. For instance, consider the following from a newspaper called Progressive Opinion, which was given me in all seriousness by the present postmaster of Salt Lake City:
U.S. GOVERNMENT PRECEDING KINGDOM GOVERNMENT
President Truman is making his summer White House at Independence, Mo., and that will be the seat of the government for the summer months. Thus the^U.S. government at this place precedes the coming Kingdom government which will be established there . . . And verily, this may come about during Mr. Truman's term of office.
The central core of Mormon faith is, as noted above, the conviction that God is a living person, and that all members of the church are, literally, children of God and hence prophets, with life eternal. Mormons ' are apt to say, with a strange admixture of pride and sadness, "We are a peculiar people/' Derivative assumptions go far afield. I have met members of the cult who devoutly believe that the United States had a great civilization, with teeming cities, long before the Indians (Kansas City, Missouri, was the "capital*') ; that two tribes fought'a terrific civil war in upper New York state in or around A.D. 500 (in punishment the Indians were afflicted with their red skins); that the heavens have been sealed for about 1,800 years, and that there were no prophets between Moroni, the son of Mormon, and Joseph Smith; and that all this and much else is clearly indicated in the present Hebrew Bible.
The Mormon manner of worship has, on the other hand, the bare minimum of fuss or pageantry. The cross is not used in or on meeting houses, nor is there any altar in the accepted sense, nor any pews, Mass, or pastor. Each member of the flock has equal standing. There are about seventy meeting houses in Salt Lake City; several represent an investment of as much as $150,000.* Except for ceremonies in the temple (which, a curious point, is closed on Sundays), the ceremonies of the LDS are vigorously practical. But the temple is something else again, and as noted above only the particularly devout may enter. Age, sex, economic status, position in the community matter little; the criterion of entrance is spiritual worthiness, nothing more, nothing less. Who determines the right of entrance? Suppose a Mormon from Norway, say, happens to arrive in Utah, and wants to enter. In all probability he would have tp bring with him a certificate of character from his bishop. Three particular ceremonies take place in a temple, vicarious baptism, "endowment/' and "marriage unto eternity." A young man or woman, of proved
4 In Utah the church owns recreational facilities alone valued at thirty million dollars. Most meeting houses also serve as libraries, gymnasia, and the like.